RÉSUMÉ
Mots clés additionnels : Parthénocarpie accidentelle, parthénocarpie facultative, Lycopersicon esculentum.
SUMMARY
Natural parthenoearpy in tomato. L Review of bibliography Parthenocarpy, defined as the production of fruits without seeds, may be natural or artificial. In the first part, some examples of artificial parthenocarpy in tomato, Lycopersicon esculentum Mill., are given, to make clearer the distinction with natural parthenocarpy, which is studied in this paper. Several examples of natural parthenocarpy scattered in the literature are mentioned. In the second part, the work of 4 teams of researchers in different countries is presented in more detail : 1) in West Germany, work with diversified genetic material, the most interesting originating from the cross " Atom " x " Bubjekosoko " ; 2) in Italy, work with material, in which parthenocarpy is due to the recessive gene pat ; 3) in Soviet Moldavia, work with the variety ' Pridneprovskij ' ; ; 4) in Soviet Russia, work with the variety " Severyanin ", in which parthenocarpy is due to the recessive gene pat 2.
Comparative studies have been made between seedless fruits of a parthenocarpic variety and seeded fruits, either of the same variety, or of non-parthenocarpic varieties, for agronomic, physiological, and biochemical characters. Some studies have also been done on environmental factors favorable to the expression of parthenocarpy, on auxin content of ovaries, etc... The results obtained by these 4 teams have stimulated research in several countries, in particular in France. A search has been made for new parthenocarpic material, in particular in progeny from interspecific crosses. The known examples of natural parthenocarpy in tomato may be classified in 2 main groups : accidental parthenocarpy or facultative parthenocarpy, the latter being much more interesting. (1978, 1980, 1981, 1982) (H OGENBOOM , 1978 (H OGENBOOM , , 1979 (H OGENBOOM , , 1980 peruvianum 
